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Background and Rationale 

In Rwanda, the language of instruction at higher education is English. As language plays 

a critical role in teaching and learning, UTAB puts a particular emphasis on the language 

of instruction: both lecturers and students must demonstrate mastery of that language. 

Furthermore, it is important that graduates can be competent at writing, reading and 

speaking English when they take up employment.     

In this regard, UTAB has established a language centre with the major mission to provide 

support to both staff and students in the enhancement of English as a language of 

instruction but also in other national and international languages.  

This policy does not make it compulsory for all students who join UTAB to follow 

compulsory English programme because it is assumed that some students achieve the 

mastery of English through their primary and secondary studies. Therefore their time at 

UTAB would be better spent focusing on their academic subjects and developing their 

skills in language for academic and specific purposes during their degrees, rather than on 

language acquisition per se. 

It aims to ensure that students gain the language skills they need and that languages are 

taught in the context of the academic disciplines and in parallel with subject study. At the 

same time it aims to ensure that students’ language proficiency level is not a barrier to 

their studies and to assist students who have a weak language base. In this regard, the 

Centre organizes English proficiency test for students who join UTAB in order to certify 

their English competency. Only students who fail that test will be required to 

systematically learn English in various ways until they pass that test.  

 

English Proficiency for UTAB Students  

English proficiency is compulsory for all UTAB students and no one will be allowed to 

graduate without certified English proficiency.  

Provision for Level 1 students 

The objectives of this provision are 
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 to bring all students to a high level of proficiency in a relatively short period of 

time; 

 to enhance students’ ability to cope with their programme’s lectures and other 

requirements, and 

 to enable them to be more competitive in the labour market at home, in the region 

and beyond.  

 

English Course   

The course outlined below aims to help students develop abilities in: 

 the basic language structure, so as to enable them to develop an understanding of 

spoken and written speech; 

 the use of the language in a variety of situations inside and outside the classroom; 

 the reading of simple, general and field-specific texts and the writing of 

assignments; 

 the use of conventions in academic writing and related requirements, and 

 research skills, including paraphrasing, synthesizing, quoting, referencing and 

note-taking. 

 

A test of language competence shall be devised, and all new students will be encouraged 

to take it at their enrolment, as self-assessment, and to take steps to improve their 

language competence at the beginning of their studies at UTAB if the test indicates that 

they need to do so. The test will enable the language centre to put students one of three 

broad categories: 

a. Beginners (scoring less than 60%);  

b. Intermediate (scoring 60-79%); 

c. Advanced (scoring 80% and more). 

Appropriate support shall be provided for students judged to be ‘beginners’ or 

‘intermediate’.  Beginners and intermediate students will be re-assessed at the end of 

Level. Students are required to pass this test but language examination results will not 

form part of the award, nor will they be used to calculate Grade Point Average (GPA) or 
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the award of distinction. UTAB will award a separate certificate of English proficiency to 

all students according to their individual levels of proficiency. 

 

 Provision for Level 2 students 

Students who do not achieve an ‘advanced’ rating at the end of Level 1 in English will be 

permitted to proceed to Level 2 but will be required to improve their language 

competence by the end of the Level, and they will be re-tested in English. There will be 

no formal language courses in Level 2, but the Language Centre will continue to provide 

assistance to them. Lecturers will be scheduled to attend at regular intervals (at least 

fortnightly) to assist students with the necessary remedial practice and advise on adequate 

learning resources.  

Those who have not reached at least an ‘advanced’ level by the end of Level 2 will not be 

permitted to progress to Level 3 until they have done so. Programmes may impose a level 

of language competency that is higher than the minimum both for admission and for 

progression beyond Level 2. Such requirements are to be indicated in the Programme 

Validation Documents and in the Student Handbooks. 

Language assessment after Level 2 

There will be no further formal teaching or assessment of English after Level 2, but 

students will be required to demonstrate during the final year presentation of research 

projects their ability to answer questions in English. UTAB may choose to offer courses 

in communication skills and/or English for academic purposes. All academic staff are 

responsible for assisting students in understanding and expressing themselves within their 

discipline in the language in which it is taught. Staff are prohibited from teaching in 

Kinyarwanda at UTAB (except on modules specifically teaching Kinyarwandan, French 

and Kiswahili languages or literature); the official teaching language in Rwandan HEIs is 

English. 
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Teaching and Enhancement of Other languages 

Other national and international languages including Kinyarwanda, Kiswahili, French 

will be given due attention in UTAB Language Centre.  

Teaching and Enhancement of Kinyarwanda Language and Culture 

UTAB has set itself a mission of becoming a centre for teaching and enhancement of 

Kinyarwanda language and culture. To that end, specific programmes of teaching, 

research, cultural promotion etc will be developed. Both students and lecturers will be 

involved in developing and implementing those programmes.  

Other Languages  

UTAB Language Centre will establish programmes for teaching other languages such as 

Kiswahili and French. Students, staff and community members will be allowed to study 

these languages optionally.  

 

 


